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PATK 10 each cuasion disotet, |
In December 1991, the commission
stlopled it as the “officls) park plan of Jef-

¥ NI C OB AL

£aid.

DLICAD JUF TLL P UL T LR SR L

county supper{ cuisling parka instesd

- R (BT ofaid (D)

P sy A

Svue: lulieisy

“When we staried, the plao was great,”

she gaid, “But we have 10 way to fund it

See Parks, Page 2D
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Ntlﬁan Hazunorl Tago performs traditional ceremocny which .s: supposed Q0 ensure success of teahouse project

Laying down the dragon

Work starts on new Japanese teahouse at Botanical Gardens

By ftoy Williama
New:s alaff writar

Birmingham resldeni& =Con may esperlence a
{ouch of the Orient whenever ey hke, w;thoul
traveling o the Far Rast,

A traditional Japaneds ceremmy was hrlld at
the Birmingham Eotanical Gardens Thursday to
mark the groundbresking for the gardeas auw
Japanese teabouse and cultural center.

Tao 365,000 facility is funded by the City of
Birminghath and a grant from the éummelmra-
tlve Agsoplation for the Japan World Expodition,
It iz expected to ba completed thi fall.

Kazuiori Tage, who designed the teabonse, prn-
slded over a H-minute ceremony at £l aite,

The ceremany ta “lay doven the dragen,” cailed
a fubwryishiki, s a tradition in Japan conducted
at the glart of eom-tnu‘:ﬂo'] prn_]ect.s Parbelpants

et Offive participated inthe ceremony.

pray for a calm construetion period and a sue-
cessful completian,

‘The Japanese philosophy behind the centuriss-
old ceremany is that dragons sleep in the gromd
and when dlsturbed eculd ercéate havoe and de

: stroy the facilily, Sinve constepelion disturbs the

ground, the fukuryushiki ceremony is designed (o
ealm the dragons o they will no; hinder the pro-
jeet and to protect the completed bullding.

During the ¢ayemony, designer Tago and three
Japanese asslatants, accompamed by a deummer,
chauti;sd prayers in an-efért to drive away evil
spirita,

Birmingham Mayor Richard Arrington and rep-
regentatives frem the Botanical Garders, the Jap-
anese Consul in Atlantn and Alabams Develop

At a news conference before the ceverany, Ar
ringtonand Clly Connell smembers Linda Coleman
aod Eddie Blankenship. noted that Birmingham

has enjoyed a good relationship with Japan far
several vears tluough Its siler uly Hilgehi,
"“With the addition of the teahouse, we're nof caly
sharing eulture, But sharlng education,” Mrs, Co-
leman said.

The leahouse will ke In a 2ew Japanese Col-
tural Center in the Japansse Gardens section of
the park.

In additioa to tae ‘r.leahrmse1 a 200-yuare-feet
facllity that vill include a tea reom and wedding
nrlea 'ago will canstruet a 1,600-square-at pa-
vilign,

“I am pleased that (he Gity of Blrmingham 1s

mvolved in a eultorally ennchmg project of this
magnitude,” Arringtoh said. “Ve are commitied
fo doing what we can to ensure !he succeas of this
: veature,
"“It’s a project we hape will help build o slrong
Eond between the peopls of Japan and Birraing-
am
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-Japanese Cultural Center’s -
designer exorcises |

¥

| poreh every day.” - l
Mre. LeMard, however, wasnot s
Mrs. Willis broke her hip.

times, she said.

rised. She said trouble has
been brewing in the Willis household for several months, since

She and Mis. Deloach said Willis has a drinking problem that
has escalated recently. : :

Mrs. LeNard said Mrs. McGriff, who lives in Chieago, came to
: WWEHMDHH 1o take care of her mother. Willis™ behavior has
grown Incressingly erratic. Police have besn called several

Mirs. LeMard said Mr=. MeGriff asked police several times lo
Eet help for Willis but was old that be had not hurt anyone.
Mrs. BeGriff refused to comment when reached by telephine

By Seth Blomeley
1 Post-Herald Reporfer

Birmimgham Msyor Richard Arrington
annoiinced plans yesterday for a new Japs-
nese Culiural Center’at the Botanical Gar-
dens. But befors any groundbreaking conld
izke piace, the project designer had fo =lim-
nate the dragons. .

Designer Kazorsri Tego led “Fukuryw-'

shiki”™ or “the ceremopy fo lay dewn the
dragon” io ensure z calm copsiruction of
the Japanese teahouse rud pavilion

- Both make up the $385,000 project funded -
|- by the city of Bomingham and a tentative

m.ﬂ_ﬁ mnoBEmQEBmBﬁwa@mmmoﬁm"wa
or the Japan World Exposition.

“This iz'a renewal for the whole Japancse
Garden,” said Gary Gerlach, director of the
Botanlent Gardens, Jocated on Cahabz Road.

- “Tiis is an honesl and dedicaied teghouse, [t

. has 3 more private atmosphere.”
It offers the pexfect atrmosphere for cul-
tural sharing between Alabamians and Jap-

. anese, said Marjorie Dewey, an interpreter

for Tage.

Tago .led the Fukuryushiki ceremony in’

blistering hot temperatures in an open
grassy aresa in the Japanese Garden. i
“This is the first time. Tve performed the

.. Ceremeny when it’s been Emgm_._ said Tago
: 3

gardens,” Tage said. “What really convinced

dragons

theough bis interpreter. “But it came from
the heart. so it didn't feel bad. It's Jepancse §
tradition that you can't give in to the heak.”

The sun also came down bard on Arring-
ion, dressed in a dark coat and te. “T expect
temperatores were about 100. I could fecl it
right up there ™ Arvington said as he pointed [
to his bald spot.

Tage will bulld the new addition in Japan
where it will be dismantled and transported
to Birmingham. Ny

He said, the ceremony be performed in |
Birmingkam vesterday was his first outside
of Jagan.

“& couple of yeers ago in Atlanta, I met
Doug Moore, the director of the (Japaness)

e resentative has

other su

me to do it (boild Lhe Llealiouse) was how he
wanted- it done right. He persunded me to
build the best possible teahonse.” ?

The ceremony included the laying of a-
symimlic cornerstone and z pillar, which
represents the frst pillar of the teahouse, -
Cn the pillar, a bow and arrew faces nortl,
the direction {rom whence Tago said evil
splrits usually come.

© . Belth Boyer/Poul-Herald
. . Shiro Serizaws, places a ¢charm on &
“We want the whole 2rea to be as pure a5 PIIar eérected during the Fukumyushild

Cercmony at the Jepanese Garden in
the Botanical Gardegs.
-

k2

the heavens and as clear as the stars,” Tage
said.

i

o S piandatt end 8, “W
ter the sian ed, Mrs. LeNard said, “¥e are relleved , g
*hat nobody got Nart. ... T¢'s quite 2 sad sitnation.” . . : . .- Bob Farley/Post-Herald
FET : | A Birmingham police officer takes a bresk during yesterday’s standoff with 2 West End mén,

Bachus,
Hilliard
votes cite

i Piost-Hernld Wachington Bureay
WASHINGTON — One Alzbama U.S

endarsed legislation

would cost taxpayers $542 hillion, whil
Bills that, would reducs
ecal ing by $16 Billien. - .
waﬂwasmn represent the Bilrmin
g area. A stuody of the cost of major cor
. sional legislation felcascd by
A ﬂm»w.ww.ﬁm.deﬁ yesterday found tha
_publican Rep. Spencer Bachus and L
D.mﬁw.m M.m.m_.. Ear} -Hilliard are: at op
ends e spending spectrom, 0 ¢
. Hilliard ranked 11th-lighest cut of tt
members of the House in terms of the ¢
‘the bills that he has co-sponsored. By f
most expensive was his endorserent «
_Universal Health Care Act to provide ¢
age for all Americans under a federal
erated insurance program costing an
meted $306 blioe. . -+
“If that one item is removed, them I'§
bly would be 11th from the bottom,
haps,” Hilltard said yesterday.
Please tfrn to VOTES, poage D3

Na



